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A SKETCH OF THE CHARACTER 
OF SAMUEL MOODY, ESQ. 


Given in a Sermon at his funeral, 


December 23, 1795. By one of his 
pupils.) 


SAMUEL Moopy, efq. fon 
of that eminent man of Gop, 
, the Rev. Jofeph Moody, firft 
beloved paftor of the north 
church in York, and grand- 
{fon of that godly and faith- 
ful man, the Rev. Samuel 
Moody, many years paftor of 
the fouth church in_ that 
town, was born at York in 
April, 1726, and received 
the honours of Harvard Col- 
lege in the year 1746. De- 
iigned by his friends for the 
work of the miniftry, and 
probably at that time inclin- 
ed to it himfelf, he made di- 
vinity his ftudy for fome 
time, When heentered the 
desk, he appeared to good 
advantage, was a confiderably 
popular preacher, and receiv- 
ed an invitation to fettle in 
the miniftry ; but, confider- 
ing the greatnefs of the 
work, and conititutionally 
prone to gloom at times, he 
trembled at the thought of 
fo great and folemn an un- 

Ww 


dertaking, left he fhould fink 
under the weight of it ; and 
gave up the defign. 

Mr. Moody feemied in ma- 
ny refpects well calculated 
for the work of the miniftry. 
He was what has been ufual- 
ly termed orthodox, i. ¢ 
Calviniftic, in fentiment ; 
yet catholic—far from bigot- 
ry; confidered it unprofita- 
ble, and unbecoming gofpel 
minifters, to dwell chiefly in 
their preaching upon the 
myfteries of the kingdom of 
Heaven, which are incom- 
prehenfible to all. He was 
eafy of accefs,open and frank, 
friendly and communicative. 

Compofition was eafy to 
him ; no man had a greater 
fund of words at command ; 
and no man feemed to poflefs 
an happier talent at arrang- 
ing them properly, and 
bringing out of his treafure 
the beft words to convey 


his ideas: confequently, his 


language was pure, and his 
{tyle manly, eafy and elegant. 
Having (notwithftanding he 
was pofleffed of fuch qualifi- 
cations for the miniftry) laid 
afide all thoughts of engag- 


ing in the arduous work, he 
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devoted himfelf to the fervice 
of.the young and rifing gen- 
eration. The education of 
youth was his delight: for 
this, Heaven feems to have 
efpecially defigned him : for 
this, he was in many refpects 
well qualified ; and in this 
fphere he long fhone witli 
diftinguifhed luftre. 

He was an adept in thofe 
branciies of literature which 
are neceflary to qualify youth 
for admiflion into colleges. 
He had little to do with 
mathematical ftudies, and 
difcovered an averfion to 
them; but the Latin and 
Greek languages were famil- 
iar to him, and he had _ con- 
fiderable acquaintance with 
the French tongue. 

Being known as an in- 
ftructor of youth, he was ap- 
plied to from various parts 
of the country : and while 
he refided in his native 
town, he did his part to fur- 
nifh the world with feveral 
very eminent fcholars, and 
eminently ufeful men. From 
York he was called to take 
charge ot a {chool founded 
by Governor Dummer ; 
which the fame of Matter 
Moody foon filled with ftu- 
dents, and through his influ- 
ence this feminary of learn- 
ing was incorporated into 
an academy. Here this learn- 
ed preceptor prefided with 
great refpeét and eminent 
ufefulnefs near thirty years, 


Character of Samuel Moody, e/7. 


till on-account of the increafe 
of conftitutional infirmities, 
(which never implied any 
badnefs of heart) his friends 
advifed him to refign his 
charge, and retire. This ex- 
cellent man had a. hand in 
forming the minds of many 
youth, who have rifen to 
eminence in the world, and 
have fhone with great luftre 
in the {fpheres in which they 
have acted. Witnels the fac- 
red desk, the bench, the bar, 
yea, every learned profeflion. 
He often reflected with great 
pleafure, that his fons, (as 
he termed his pupils) were 
to be found figuring eminent- 
ly in almoft every depart- 
ment. Judges of courts, 
fenators in congrefs, in the 
fenate of the commonwealth, 
and among the moft fhining 
characters at the bar ;. yea, 
at the heads of fchools and 
academies : and even the U- 
niverfity at Cambridge was 
at the time of his death in- 
debted to him for their Pref- 
ident, and the profeflors of 
divinity, mathematics, in 
philofophy and the oriental 
languages. 

Having taken this brief 
furvey of the life of Mr, 
Moody, we proceed to the 
moft important branch of 
his character, which was his 
glory, his comfort, his hap- 

ineis—viz. that, he was sod. 
ly and faithful inall, When 
the godly and faithful man 








is defcriked to be a believer 


in Gop and in his fon Jefus 
Chrift, confciencioully, con- 
formed to the will of his 
heavenly Father, a man of 
prayer, zealous in the .caufe 
of God, delighting in oppor- 
tunities of communion with 
him, in attendance upon his 
public worfhip and holy or- 
dinances, exercifing himfelf 
to have always a_ confcience 
void of offence toward God 
and toward men, fincere in 
all his pretenfions to God 
and men, and confciencious 
in his whole deportment, in 
every charat¢ter, ftation and 
relation in life; I think it 
will be faid by thofe that 
knew him,fuch was the char- 
acter of Mafter Moody. We 
may appeal to thofe beft ac- 
quainted with him, whether 
they have known a man, 
who appeared more conicien- 
cious in his regard to the 
great God, or more itridtly 
jutt i in his dealines with men, 
‘Was any perfon, acquainted 
with him, afraid to truit his 
property in his hands? Did 
any man icruple taking his 
word ? It was facred and in- 
violable, as his oath. His 
tongue was unufed to fpeak 
deceit, never given to flander 
and reproach. ‘This maxim 
he inculcated upon his pupils; 
de mortuis et abfentibus nil nift 
bonum—concerning thofethat 
are dead and thofe that are 
abfent, fay nothing but good: 
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and neyer man more rigidly 
adhered to it than he. Ie 
has been frequently obferyed 
of Mr. Moody, that he fpake 
evilof nobody ; that if he 
erred in giving characters, it 
was in {peaking too favoura- 
bly of thofe, who did not take 
rss care of their own repu- 
tation. Blefled with emi- 
nently pious connexions, the 
beft inftructions and exam- 
ples ; by a divine blefling on 
“thofe means, he was excited 
to remember his Creator in 
the days of his youth, and 
make a public profeflion of 
the religion of Jefus. And 
the inhabitants of his native 
town have been witnefles, 
and God alfo, how holily and 
juftly and unblameably he 
has conducted ; how {folicit- 
ous tobehave like a chriftian, 
and do honour to the great 
and good caufe he had. ef- 
poufed ; how exemplary in 
his obfervance of divine in- 
{titutions; with what dili- 
gence, conftancy and {folem- 
nity he attended the public 
worthip and holy ordinances 
of God. No gloom on his 
mind, no weather, no trav- 
elling, prevented this. If it 
was  poffible to go to the 
houfe of prayer, his feat was 
never empty. 

This godly man was faith. 
ful in the difcharge of every 
truft repofed in him, and 
punctual to an extreme. As 
a magiltrate, from his known 
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fidelity and facred regard to 
an oath, it muft be conelud- 
ed that he was a terror to 
evil doers. Asa preceptor, 
his pupils will testify his fidel- 
ity in inculcating upon them 


the importance of diligence, 


as they would not fruftrate 
the expectations of their 
friends. Of this he wasa 
remarkable example himéelf ; 
ever punctual to his hours, 
and filling up the whole time 
with duty. By his inftruc- 
tions and conftant example, 
he recommended to his pu- 
pils the purfuit of thofe 
things which are honeft, juft, 
true, pure, lovely, and of 
good report. Mafter Moody 
was a fincere and faithful 
friend, and a man zealous 
and indefatigable in his en- 
deavours to promotethe hon- 
our of God and the good of 
mankind, in his lucid hours: 
at thofe periods he feemed 
always to be laying fome plan 
to fubferve thofe great ends. 
Though his plans (in the o- 
pinion of his friends) were 
not always the moft ju- 
dicious, when he was fo ex- 
ceedingly braced, and his 
ideas in a degree deranged ; 
yet there was always the 
fame benevolent defign ; the 
liberal foul devifing liberal 
things. Though he finifhed 
his public career fome years 
before his death; yet his 
zeal for the general good 
was not in’ the leaft abated, 


when he felt himfelf capable 
of ferving mankind in any 
refpect. His friends will 
teftify, how anxious he was 
in the laft weeks of his life, 
after having been been dead 
a year, (as he exprefled it) 
and raifed from the dead, to 
fee harmony reftored to his 
country, and an end put to 
the clamouring againft the 
Prefident of the United 
States and other faithful offi- 
cers of government ; how 
folicitous for the prefervation 
of peace, and the fpeedy re- 
fettlement of a paftor in the 
north parifh in York; with 
what zeal he aimed to carry 
into effect a plan laid for pro- 
moting ufeful knowledge in 
his native town, by eftablifh- 
ing a focial library: in the 
purfuit of this object, he fud- 
denly finifhed his courfe. 
Thefe hints have given an 
imperfect picture of this If- 
raelite indeed, in whom was 
no guile, But, alas, this 
godly man has ceafed; this 
faithful man hath failed from 
among the children of men! 
The pious, the learned, friend- 
ly, benevolent, generous and 
compaflionate, induftrious 


and faithful Moody is no 


more: not blotted out of be- 
ing; but, having bid adieu 
to this world, has taken pof- 
feflion of immortal life—a 
life worth enjoying ; the re- 
ward of a good and faithful 
fervant. Letus go and do 
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likewife ; like him be faith- 
ful unto death, that with 
him we may receive a crown 
of life, a crown of glory which 
will never fade away. 


ee 


THOUGHTS IN RELATION TO THIS 
QUESTION, HOW WILL GOD JUDGE 
THE WORLD ? 


No. ITI. 


1. From the general prin- 
ciples laid down in former 
numbers, it appears, that 
there will be hereafter a ve- 
ry important difference be- 
tween the condition of the 
meaneft faint and the leatt 
criminal finner. 

It is fometimes fuggelted, 
that as faints are very dif- 
ferent in their degrees of ho- 
linefs ; and as unconverted 
perfons are different in their 
degrees of corruption and 
difobedience; the rewards 
of fome faints may be very 
{mall, and lhikewife the pun- 
ifhment of fome finners ; 
fo that there will be no very 
great difference hereafter 
between the leaft holy of 
thofe who are faved, and 
the least corrupt of thofe 
who are loft. 

The writer has endeav- 
oured to fhow, that the 
wicked, refufing, as they do, 
the merciful terms of the 
Gofpel, will be treated ac- 
cording to ftrict, unyielding 
juttice. They will have a 
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punifhment neither more 
nor lefs than their fins de- 
ferve: whereas the right- 
eous, embracing the evan- 
gelical economy of grace, 
become partakers of mercy, 
and have thereby all their 
fins forgiven. Their good 
deeds only will be matter 
of retribution ; and thefe 
will be rewarded with divine 
munificence. Here then is 
ground of very important 
difference between the fu- 
ture ftate of the leaft finful 
of reprobates and the leaft 
holy of the redeemed. 

2. The fubject teaches us, 
that no amendment of life, 
which falls fhort of a real 
turning to God and embrac- 
ing the Gofpel, diminifhes 
the fum or aggregate of 
paft guilt. Itis very true, 
that if perfons reform, in 
any meafure, previoufly to 
a faving change, the fum or 
ageregate of fin does not in- 
creafe fo faft, as if they fin- 
ned with a higher hand; 
and provided this partial ref- 
ormation do not at all con- 
tent them, and lead them to 
a falfe peace, their condition 
is more hopeful, than it oth- 
erwife would be ; {till it does 
not diminifh ought of the 
fins already committed, 
If you have been running 
in debt for twenty years, 
and do now fomewhat 
flack your hand, and run in 
debt more flowly than for- 
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merly, it is true indeed that 
your debt does not accumu- 
late fo faft; but furely it is 
not diminifhed—it is not 
paid by this flow {pending. 
3. We perceive the value 
of an intereft in the merits 
of Chrift. Without this, it 
it has been fhown, that fin- 
ners will experience no mer- 
cy. ‘They willbe forced to 
appear atthe bar.of Chrift, 
without any advocate to an- 
{wer for them. All their 
fins, without the leaft abate- 
ment, will be brought in a- 
gainit them. The guilty, 
trembling foul, divefted of 
all palliations and excufes, 
with which finners are fo 
apt to quict their confcien- 
ces, will perceive the enor- 
mity and demerit of fin, 
and be unable even to deny, 
that God is righteous in tak- 
ing vengeance. L’very mouth 
will be ftopped, and every 
tongue that rifeth up in sudg- 
ment will he condemn. All 
the actions of the impenitent, 
in connexion with their 
guilty deiires and purpofes, 
will be brought to view, as 
the meafure and proportion 
of their mifery : whereas the 
children of God, having em- 
braced the covenant of mer- 
cyin Chriit Jefus—baving 
{ubmitted to the righteouf- 
nefs of faith—having be- 
come the friends of God 
and enemies of fin, will be 
gracioully acquitted from 


forever: 
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condemnation. If their fins 
are brought up to view, as 
they probably will be, ( for 
every will muft be brought 
into judgment) it will be only 
to difplay the divine mercy 
in the pardon of them, and 
excite their own love and 
thankfulnefs, who have 
been partakers in this mercy. 
Being juftified by divine 
grace, they fhall not only 
have peace, but unutterable 


joyin God. They are onan 


efiablifhment of grace, a- 
greeably to which, their 
good deeds only will be 
matter of retribution. 

Not but that the backdlid- 
ings and occafional apofta- 
fies of God’s children are no- 
ticed by him, and will pre- 
vent their receiving the fame 
degrees of reward, as others, 
who by divine grace have 
kept their garments white. 
But though a lefs reward 
will be given them, they will 
reccive no punifhment. 
Their fins and iniquities, fo far 
as it refpects punifhment, 
will be remembered no more 
though by the 
faints themfelves they will 
be remembered through e- 
ternity ; and a confideration 
ofthem will excite thank- 
fulnefs and pvaife to Hin, 
that hath loved them, and 
wafhed them from their fins, 
in bis own blood. 

4. From the foregoing 
principles, it appears,’ that 
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the danger of all, who are 


not partakers in the bene- 


fits purchafed by Chrift’s 
death, isinftant. Unrenew- 
ed finners are expofed to 
immediate deftruction. On 
him, that believeth not, the 
wrath of God abideth. They 
are likewife increafing the 
mighty mafs of their fins, 
and treafuring up wrath 
againft the day of wrath. 
Every new act of difobedi- 
ence makes an addition to 
their former crimes, and in- 
volves them {till further in 
condemnation. No _lan- 
guage, therefore, can ex- 
prefs the amazing neceflity 
of immediate repentance and 
fubmiflion to the Gofpel. 
God hath appointed a day, 
in which he will judge the 
world: the general princi- 
ples,on which he will reg- 
ulate that decifive judgment, 
have been defcribed. The 
time allotted, in which to 
prepare for this judgment, 
will foon be gone; and ev- 
ery perfon muft ftand be- 
fore the Son of Man. 
Reader, is the fubject im- 
prefled on thy mind? Does 
it ftrike thy heart forcibly ? 
What is the great object of 
thy enquiry—the drift of 
thy care and exertion ? Is it 
that thou mayeft know Chri/t 
and the power of his refurrec- 
tion and the fellowfbip of bis 
Sufferings, and be made conform- 


able to his death? \mprefled 


with this weighty truth, 
that death and judgment are 
approaching, art thou much 
exercifed to fecure an efcape 
from the wrath to come; 
to obtain a part in the Re- 
deemer’s purchafe ;—a ftan- 
ding in that eftablifhment 
of grace, which the Gofpel 
difclofes, and thereby a title 
tothe Kingdom of glory? 


Doft thou ever make the- 


following enquiries, under 
a realizing fenfe of their 
high import? ‘ Have ! fled 
“to lay hold on the only 
*“* {cheme for the redemption 
“ of finners; oramlI now 
“under the heavy condem- 
“nation of all my guilt ? Is 
“it yet fet down as the 
“‘ weightieft article of all, that 
“TT have refufed to believe on 
“< the Son-of God ?” 

How flightly foever thefe 
queftions are now coniider- 
ed, they are of eternal con- 
fequence, When Chritft 
{hall defcend from heaven, 
with his mighty angels in 
flaming fire;—when the 
whole world fhall aflemble 
before him to receive their 
doom from his lips ;—when 
the judgment fhall fit, and 
the books be opened, will 
not the moift inconfiderate 
mortal defire the friendfhip 
of Chrift? It is compara- 
tively eafy, now, when you 
fee none of thofe objects and 
think but littl of them, 
to fpeak carelefsly and 
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The Captive Dam/fel. 


proudly. But when you 
witnefs the  indefcribable 
pomp of the lalt day—a 
great white throne erected,& 
the Ancient. of days fitting 
thereon—a feparation, which 
you know mutt be eternal, 
making between the right- 
eous and the wicked, and 
feel, at the fame time that 
you have no intereft with 
the Judge, will you not rath- 
er wifh to be buried under 
rocks and mountains than 
endure the {plendour and 
majefty of your incenfed 
Redeemer ? Yet thefe fcenes 
will be witnefled and thefe 
terrors experienced by ev- 
ery perfevering finner. ; 
LEIGHTON. 


THE CAPTIVE DAMSEL. 
No. fll. 


Gop accomplifhes his pur- 
pofes in myfterious ways ; 
out of the mouth of babes 
and fucklings he perfecteth 


praife. From the influence 
of a religious education upon 
the comfort, reputation, and 
ufefulnefs of this little maid, 
we have taken occafion to 
recommend andenforce the 
early religious education of 
our children, as we love 
them and feek their happi- 
nefs; but the beneficial in- 
fluence of this child’s reli- 
gious knowledge was not 


confined to her, it was the 
means of procuring healing 
for her matter, labouring 
under a difeafe incurable 
by ordinary prefcriptions, 
of bringing him to the 
knowledge and wortfhip of 
the true God, and of intro- 
ducing the Jewifh religion 
among the Syrians. Who 
knows but other inftances 
of religious education may 
be followed with fimilar 
bleflings? Let then a re- 
gard to the welfare and hap- 
pinefs of others, a defire to 
continue and extend the 
knowledge and influence of 
religion in the world, and 
to perpetuate our civil and 
religious privileges, give ad- 
ditional energy and  dili- 
gence to our endeavours to 
educate our children in the 
fear and love of God, in 
the knowledge of the prin- 
ciples of the chriftian reli- 
gion. ) | 

It isto be hoped, indeed, 
that our children will nev- 
er be torn from us, and car. 
ried into captivity, or pla- 
ced in a country, or family, 
where the true God is not 
known, or his Gofpel not 
acknowledged ; yet fuch an 
event is not impoflible in 
this world of changes, and 
in this era of ftrange and 
aftonifhing occurrences. But 
the {pirit of enterprize and 
the paflion for wealth, which 
are fuch marked character. 





iftics of the prefent day, may 
prompt them to traverfe or 
refide incountries where 
idolatry prevails, or where 
the knowledge and worthip 
of the true God are fo cor- 
rupted, as torender an ob- 
fervance of their rites, or a 
conformity to their cuftoms, 
very hazardous to the im- 
provement and fafety of the 
foul. Their fituation or bu- 
finefs may _ aflociate them 


with characters, to whom 


they may communicate the 
knowledge of divine truths 
of which they were before 
ignorant, and give them an 
opportunity, if they have 
a difpofition, of alluring, by 
the excellency and bright- 
nefs of the chriftian {pirit 
and practice, fome poor fouls 
from the fuperftitions and 
corruptions of popery and 
Mahometanifm, to the pure 
and fimple worfhip inttitu- 
ted in the gofpel, to the 
knowledge of the truth as it 
is in Jefus. One fuch ih- 
{tance of converfion, the re- 
covery of one foul from its 
idolatry and fuperttition to 
the faving knowledge of the 
truth and the fubftantial 
comforts of the  gofpel; 
would add more to the ef- 
{ential treafures and happi- 
nefs of the favoured inftru- 
ment, than the treafure ef 
either India, or the {pices of 
the torrid zone. ‘“ Hewho 
converteth a finner. from 
x 


The Captive Damfel. 
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the error of his ways fhall 
fave a foul from death, and 
fhall hide a multitude of 
fins:’ Such an event would 
occafioti j in heaven, 
would increafe the trophies 
of the Redeemer’s crofs; and 
poflibly the feed fown, 
though like a grain of muf- 
tard feed, might {pread and 
prevail, and refrefh many 
with its fhade. But ifit fas 
vor of vanity, to cherifhi the 
ideathat our children may 
become inftruments of ex 
tending the knowledge of the 
golpel, and diffufing the 
pirits of chriftianity, does 
it not argue the greateft ftu- 
pidity not to be concerned 
at the hazard they run, in 
their diverfified excurfions, 
of being corrupted in princi- 
ple and practice, and harden- 
ed in habits of immorality 
and vice? The happieft pre- 
fervative againit this danger 
is to have their minds ftored 
with the principles of natu- 
ral and revealed religion, to 
poffefs a knowledge of thofe 
truths which produce a rev- 
erence and fear of God, 
which fanctify the foul, and 
reftrain, guide and comfort 
in the hour of danger. No- 
thing but the grace of God, 
a work of found and faving 
converfion, willfecure from 
the baneful influence of infi- 
delity and the feductions of 
vice ; this we cannot give, 
yet we can ftrengthen their 
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minds and ftore theit meim- 
ories with thofe principles of 
the oracle of God, through 
the knowledge of which 
God ordinarily gives grace, 
and fanctifies the foul; and 
which, only fpeculatively be- 
lieved, operate as a mighty 
reftraint from vice,and in- 
centiveto virtue. We can 
form our children to - habits 
of prayer and devotion, in- 
fpire them with refpect for 
the fabbath of the Lord and 
divine inftitutions, furnifh 
them with reafons and argu- 
ments to fupport their faith, 
and vindicate their. practice, 
and refute the errors of 
thofe that affail them, which 
though they are not an effect- 
ual guard againft herefy and 
vice, yet area barrier and de. 
fence againft their influence. 
The youth, thus inftructed 
and leavened with truth, has 
muchto conquer before he can 
freely ridicule divine things, 
or without tremblings and 
mifgivings run to the fame 
excefles of riot with others. 
‘ Train up achildin the way 
he fhould go, and when he 
is old he will not depart 
therefrom ;’ but ‘a child left 
to himfelf bringeth his moth- 
er to fhame.”’ <A young per- 
fon, deftitute of any relig- 
ious principles, and unim- 
prefied ‘with any fear or love 
of God, in rufhing into the 
wide field of enterprize, 
where he could not enjoy 
é 
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the public inftituted means 
of religion, runs as much 
hazard of fatal fhipwreck, 
as the fhip that fhould break 
from her mooring, and rufh 
into a tempeftuous ocean 
without pilot, helm, or bal- 
laft. Shall we not then as 
parents do every thing in 
our power to guard our 
children from fuch hazard, 
and by the moft careful mor- 
al and religious education 
furnifh them with thofe 
means and_ prerequifites, 
which are moft likely to car- 
ry them with fafety and 
reputation through the dan- 
gerous voyage of life, that 
they may enter with fafety 
the haven of reft, and dwell 


forever with the Lord. 
Ze 


For the Magazine. 


THOUGHTS ON THE NATURE AND 
STATE OF MAN, WHEN HE BE- 
COMES A SUBJECT OF RENEWING 

* AND SANCTIFYING GRACE. 


Ir has long been the fub- 
yect of remark, that “ the re- 
generation of the heart is 
the moft eflential requifite in 
the character of a chriftian.” 
Reafon and revelation are 
entirely in unifon on this all- 
important fubject. They 
affert, as with one voice, 
that the ftate of the heart 
determines the - moral char- 
acter of man in the fight of 











his God. Accordingly the 
chriftian Scriptures require, 
not a partial, or mere out- 
ward reformation of life and 
of manners, but an entire 
change of the heart and af- 
fections. 

The doétrine of the en- 
tire renovation of the heart 
isnot an eafy {peculation, 
nor the difputed peculiarity 
of aparty. It belongs eflen- 
tially to the chriftian char- 
acter ; it is abfolutely nec- 
eflary to falvation. On this 
{ubject, of confequence, the 
facred volumes have taken 
more pains than on motft 
other articles of the chriftian 
creed. The uniform ftrain 
of God’s holy word affures 
us, that without the regen- 
eration of the heart, fallen 
men can never enjoy eternal 
life. How deeply impreflive 
are the following teftimonies 
of {cripture on this important 
point. ‘ Verily, verily, I 
{ay unto thee, Except a man 
be born again, he cannot fee 
the kingdom of God. Ex- 
cept a man be born of water, 
and of the Spirit, he cannot 
enter into the kingdom of 
God. That which is born 
of the flefh is flefh ; and that 
which is born of the Spirit is 
{pirit. Marvel not that I 
jaid untothee, Ye muft be 
born again. The wind blow- 
eth where it lifteth, and thou 
heareft the found thereof, 
but canft not tell whence it 


Thoughts on the nature and fate of Man. 








17% 


cometh, and whether it go- 
eth: fois every one that is 
born of the Spirit. As ma- 
ny as received him, to them 
gave he power to become 
the fons of God, even to 
them that believe on his 
name: Which were born, 
not of blood, nor of the 
will of the flefh, nor of the 
will of man, but of God. 
In Chrift Jefus neither cir- 


-cumcifion availeth any thing, 


noruncircumcifion, buta new 
ereature. Therefore, if any 
man be in Chrift, he is a 
new creature: old things 
are pafled away ; behold, all 
things are become new. 
Not by works of righteouf- 
nefs which we have done, 
but according to his mercy 
he faved us, by the wafhing 
of regeneration, and the re- 
newing of the Holy Ghott ; 
Which he fhed on us abun- 
dantly through Jefus Chritt, 
our Saviour. Whofoever is 
born of God doth not com- 
mit fin ; for his feed remain- 
ethinhim : and he cannot fin, 
becaufe he is born of God. 
Beloved, let us love one a- 
nother; for love is of God; 
and every one that loveth 
is born of God, and know- 
eth God. Whofoever _be- 
lieveth that Jefus is the 
Chrift, is born of God; and 
every one that loveth him 
that begat, loveth him alfo 
that is begotten of him. 
For whofoever is born of 
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God overcometh the world : 
and thisis the victory that 
overcometh the world, even 
our faith.” 

The phrafe, to be born a- 
gain, is confefledly figurative. 
‘the metaphor is taken from 
an event in nature, with 
which we are familiarly ac- 
quainted. Itis ufed for the 
purpofe of teaching us, what 
itis to become ‘chriftians, 
difciples of Jefus Chrift, chil- 
dren of God. The meta- 
phorical expreflions, to be 
born of God, and to:be born 
again, have allusion to our 
firft and natural birth, It is 
obvioufly the defign of our 
Lord, in the ufe of thefe 
and fuch like phrafes, to in- 
timate, that in fome refpeéts, 
this fecond, this new or fpir- 
itual birth, muft be analo- 
eous to our firft or nat- 
ural birth. In its firft or nat- 
ural birth, the infant is intro- 
duced into a new ftate, feels 
new fenfations, craves a new 
kind of nourifhment, and 
difcovers new powers. So 
in the fecond or {fpiritual 
birth, the fubject is introduc- 
ed into a ftate of grace and 
favour with God, pofiefles 
new difpofitions and fenfa- 
tions, hungers and thirfts for 
new refrefhments, difcov- 
ers a renovated moral tatte, 
purfues a new courfe of ac- 
tion and anew mannerof life. 

Such forms of exprefiion 
are very far from being irra- 
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tional, ridiculous or abfurd. 
They are, in fact, happily in- 
ftructive and _interefting. 
They, moreover, accord en- 
tirely with our common 
forms of expreffion, with re- 
Jationto one another. “ When 
we fee a man”—they are the 
words of the celebrated 
and pious Prefident Da- 
vies—“ When we fee a 
man that we once knew, 
look, and fpeak, and act as 
he ufed to do, it is cuftoma- 
ry tofay, It is the old man 
ftill. But if we fee a great 
alteration in his appearance, 
his temper, or behaviour, 
we are apt to fay, He is quite 
anew man.” Thus, wheth- 
er we confult reafon or ob- 
fervation, experience or the 
Bible, we find the neceflity 
of evangelical regeneration 
aflerted in the ftrongeft 
terms. 
That allimportant change 
which is called regeneration, 
or a fecond birth, is great, is 
noble and divine. A due 
contemplation of its grand- 
eur andexcellency will pro- 
duce a conviction, that it can 
be effe¢ted by divine power 
alone. Accordingly,, the 
chriftian Scriptures “uniform. 
ly afcribe it to God. In the 
Bible the ever blefled Spirit 
of the Lordis always men- 
tioned asthe author of the 
new, the fpiritual birth. 
When our firft parents 
had fallen from a ftate of in- 





nocence and  biifs, almighty 

God beheld them and their 

pofterity plunged into a ftate 

of depravity,degradationand 

woe, ‘Their robe of inno- 
cence was loft; the beauty 

of God’s moral image was 

gone; ignorance debafed 

the human mind ; guilt de- 

praved the human foul. Of- 
fended with the fallen, ruin- 
ed race, He might have juft- 

ly left them to the dread if- 

fue of their guilty lapfe. He 
might have  righteoufly 
doomed them to merited 
defiruction. But, O the 
grace, the fovereign grace of 
God ! Looking down from 
heaven, he beheld his ration- 
al offspring in their ftate of 
ruin, and his eyes overflowed 
with pity. Inftead of con- 
ficning them to remedilefs 
woe, he refolved to fuccour 
and to fave. Yes, he refolv- 
ed to fuccour and to fave, 
although he well knew that 
the redemption, the renova- 
tion and dilvation of fallen 
fouls, muft coft the life of 
the onLy, the WELL-BELOV- 
ED Son oF Gop. O the af- 
tonifhing love of God! He 
gave his Son for the redemp- 
tion of finners, enemies and 
rebels. O the ftupendous 
grace of Jefus! He gave his 
life, he fhed his precious blood 
for thefalvation of felf-deftroy- 
ed fouls. O the unutterable 
mercy of the Almighty Spir- 
it! By his power and skill, 
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the work of renovating thie 


moral powers of fouls, de- - 


praved and ruined in Adam, 
but redeemed by Chrift, is 
kindly undertaken. 

The facred fcriptures have 
faithfully affured us, that 
it isthe office of the Holy 
Spirit to reveal the great” 
falvation to the redeemed, 
and effectually apply it to 
them in the day of power. 
And for this, that celeftial 
agent has engaged to come 
at Chrift’s fuit, and at the 
Father’s miflion. 
will pray the Father, and he 
fhall give you another Com- 
forter, that he may abide 
with you forever. But the 
Comforter, which is the Holy 
Ghoft, whom the Father 
will fend in my name, he 
fhall teach you all things, 
and bring all things to your 
remembrance, whatfoever I 
have faid unto you. And 
when he is come, he will re- 
prove the world of fin, and 
of righteoufnefs, and of judg- 
ment. Becaufe God hath 
from the beginning chofen 
you to falvation, through 
janctification of the Spirit 
and belief of the truth. 
For itis God which work- 
eth in you, both to will and 
to do of his good pleafure.” 

In renewing the fouls of 
men, the Holy Spirit muft 
always act like himfelf. He 
muft therefore exercife fove- 
reignty and omnipotence, as 


“ And { 
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well as wifdom, grace and 
holinefs. ‘* The wind blow- 
eth where it lifteth, and 
thou heareft the found there- 
of, but canft not tell whence 
it cometh, and whether it go- 
eth : foisevery one that 1s 
born of the Spirit.” 

That. glorious work, by 
which fouls that were 
depraved and ruined by 
fin, are renewed, and 
fanctified, and faved, far out- 
fhines all God’s other works. 
With them, however, the 
perfect wifdom of the celef- 
tial agent, by whom it is 
wrought, will make it per- 
fectly agree. It will, there- 
fore, be done in a manner en- 
tirely confiftent with man’s 
faculties, as rational crea- 
tures. The underftanding 
will be influenced by light ; 
the will, by motives of good; 
and both fhall be communi- 
cated to the mind, in the ufe 
of fuitable means. In the 
ufe of the word and ordi- 
nances of the gofpel it is that 
the Holy Spirit conveys both 
power and will to be and 
do what God requires. 

The Almighty Spirit be- 
gins the work of which we 
treat, by awakening and con- 
vincing finners of their fin 
both of nature and of prac- 
tice—of heart and life. The 
means of this awakening are 
the words of God, with 
their infeparable attendants, 
the influences of the Holy 
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Ghoft, by which the truth 
is prefled home upon the 
heart. The occafion may 
be taken from the death of 
others, from ficknefs, from 
the preaching of the gofpel, 
from the convyerfation of 
chriftian friends, from fignal 
providences, or the fecret re- 
monftrances of inbred con- 
{cience : Or the unreftrain- 
ed power of God may feize 
a perfon in the midft of his 
career, as it did Saul of Tar- 
fus, when going profperoully 
to Damafcus. The effect of 
this alarm ufually is, that fin- 
ners are conftrained to cry— 
“‘ Lord what fhall we do to 
be faved.” Hence they are 
led to ftrive, and plead, and 
cry for mercy and falvation. 
Hencetoo they are excited to 
attend the means of grace, 
with conftancy and diligence, 
to read, to hear, to medi- 
tate and pray without ceaf- 
ing, for thofe influences 
which are neceflary to con- 
vert, and fanctify, and fit 
them for glory. 

In ban am the law home 
upon the heart, the {pirit of 
God ftrips finners of every 
plea of excufe, and lets them 
fee that God would be 
righteous if juftice fhould 
take its couric upon them, 
and bring them to fall be- 
fore Ged, and bow to his 
fupreme authority and pow- 
er. ‘Lhe fpirit indeed never 
leads finners to be content 
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and willing to be damned. 
No, this is impoflible. It is 
as contrary to fcripture, as 
to reafon. Itis as foreign 
from the work of God’s fpir- 
it, as from that of our own. 
It is as oppofite to the genu- 
ine feelings of the new na- 
ture, as to that which is old 
and felfifh. But in renew- 
ing the fouls of finners, the 
Holy Spirit opens up the gof- 
pel, and applies it to the 
heart. Thus he prefents 
to them, in the light of the 
word of truth, that glori- 
ous CuristT, whichthe gof- 
pel always offered them. 
Thus too he fhews the way 
of falvation by the Lord Je- 
fus ; his ability, his fuitable- 
nefsand'willingnefs to fave— 
to fave freely, and to the ut- 
termoft. Thus the objec- 
tions of finners are gradu- 
ally removed, and they are 
drawn, f{weetly drawn to 
comply. 


With this manifeftation. 


to the underitanding, the 
Spirit of all grace effectually 
touches the will, loofing it 
from its natural bondage, 
and turning itto holy ob- 
jects. Now the fpirit of 
God, as a fpirit of life, cre- 
ates the new nature or 
principle of fpiritual life. 
Thus the hearts of finners 
are happily changed—their 
moral tafte is renewed— 
they are raifed from their 
death of fin to a life of 


righteoufnefs. Thus the 
vital principle of holinefs is 
infufed; that principle 
which contains the feed of 
all graces ; the moral im- 
age of God. Such is that 
regeneration of the heart ; 
that renewing of the {fpirit, 
of which the fcriptures {peak 
fofrequently. This is like 
the cloud entering the tab- 
ernacle and the temple ; it 
fills every faculty, but it 
aé&ts on each according to 
itsown nature. It is hght 
in the underftanding. It is 
confent in the will. It is de- 
light in Godin the affec- 
tions. In one word, it is 
completely the oppofite of 
that corruption which had 
the pofleflion previoufly. 
Its nature and happy ten- 
dency is to lead every facul- 
ty to its proper exercife ; to 
anfwer the end of all in 
bringing each ranfomed fub- 


ject into a ftate of accep- 


tance with God, by union 
to Jefus Chrift, through that 
faith whichis of divine op- 
eration. 

When the Holy Ghoft 
reftores to finners the loft 
image of God, in their re- 
generation, the power and 
dominion of fin is broken ; 
flaves are put in the enjoy- 
ment of {piritual freedom ; 
torpid fouls awake from their 
long unhallowed flumbers— 
they arife from the dead— 
they come forth to light, 
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and liberty, and life divine. 
How noble, how excellent 
is the gracious work of God! 
How aftonifhing is the grace 
of him, by. whom it is affeét- 
ed! How greatly are the fin- 
ners changed, who are made 
its happy fubjects! O how 
vaftly do they differ from 
their former felves! What 
they once loathed; they now 
love. They pant for a 
good, which they formerly 
defpifed. Celeftial love, like 
an undying fire, now burns 
on the altar of their hearts. 
All heaven is full in their 
eyes. Their tongues are tip- 
ped with the language of 
Canaan. Their lives do hon- 
our to that law, upon which 
they trampled indignant 
tillthen. All new-born fouls 
are the Bethels of their God, 
and their bodies the temples 
of the Holy Ghoft. The 
heirs of hell have become 
the members of Chrift, and 
with him joimt heirs of a 
kingdom on high. The 
King of glory owns them for 
his children ; and Immanu- 
el himfelf is not afhamed to 
call them brethren. 

It is true, in regeneration 
nothing is perfected to the 
degree finally intended ; the 
progreflive work of fanctifi- 
cation is wanted to finifh all. 
In this firft act of omnipo- 
tent grace, however, every 
part of the new creature 1s 
tormed—the feeds and prin- 
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ciples of every grace and ev: 
ery virtue are implanted in 
hearts that were before en- 
tirely deititute of them, and 
full of fin. 

It is true, that even now 
regenerate fouls are as the 
company of two armies, and 
cannot do the things that 
they would. Their graces 
often languifh—their com- 
forts die. But the cov- 
enant of God fails not, and 
their eternal confolation is 
fure. 

FIDELIS. 
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THE WAY TOWEALTH : EXEMPLI-« 
FIED IN THE STORY OF. THB 
PEARL MERCHANT. 


( Concluded from page 105.) 


Pearus like that whichthe 
merchant found are rarely 
acquired. ‘Fhough there 
are pearls enough to enrich 
multitudes, yet few com- 
paratively obtain them. It 
isthus reipecting the bleflings 
of the gofpel. There is all 
fulnefs in Chrift. Bleflings 
without meafure are treafur- 
ed in him, yet we have reaf- 
on to believe few compara- 
tively receive them. A 
great part of the world are 
yet deftitute ofthe ordinary 
means of grace, and where 
the gofpel is enjoyed; where 
the duties of religion are in- 


culcated; where the docs 





trines of the gofpel are pub- 
fifhed in their purity ; where 
the evil of fin and the mife- 
ry of theimpenitent are de- 
picted ; where the plan of 
grace is unfolded, and the 
meflages of grace are difpenf- 
fed; how few appear anx- 
ious to find the invaluable 
treafure of divine mercy. A- 
mong thofe, who have pro- 
fefled to have found the 
pearl of great price, many,we 
have reafon to fear, are in 
the moft abject {piritual pov- 
erty. Having found fome 
glittering drofs,and fancying 
it is gold, or having receiv- 
ed, ‘at the warehoufe of 
fome cunning dealer, a paint- 
ed imitation of real pearls, 
though of no abfolute value, 
they believe they are rich 
and increafed in goods, while 
they are poor and mifera- 
ble. 

As the bleflings of the 
gofpel are of infinite impor- 
tance; and as they are fo rare- 
ly found, it becomes every 
one to feek for them with 
the utmoft diligence. 

It feems the pearl mer- 
chant had difcovered the 
moft probable way to wealth, 
and that he purfued it with 
fuccefs. He did not fit 
down in idlenefs. His ats 
tention does not appear to 
have been divided among 
a multitude of different ob- 
jects. His traflick was in 
goodly pearls. Thefe he 
T 
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fought — diligently» He 
doubtlefs devoted himfelf 


to this bufinefs, and improv- 
to advantage all the 
means he poileficd. So 
ought every one to improve 
the inftituted means of grace 
with great diligence, as the 
only probable way of obtain- 
ing the riches of the grace of 
God. 

Though earthly bleffings 
bear fome, they are far from 
bearing a full comparifon 
with {piritual bleflings. We 
need not be anxious to a- 


mafs the gold and jewels of 


the prefent world. Moder- 
ate exertions will ufually ob- 
tain a competence of this 
world’s goods. But we can- 
not feek too earneftly for 
{piritual riches. The fou! 
muft be miferably poor, and 
perifh in its poverty, if it 
do not obtain the pearl of 
great price. It is the one 
thing needful ; not merely 
defirable, but abfolutely nec- 
eflary. Whether rich or 
poor as to the things of this 
world, it is of the greateft 
confequence to us that we 
fhould obtain an intereft in 
the bleflings of the gofpel ; 

that we fhould be rich in 
faith through the grace of 
God. 

The pearl merchant was 
too well acquainted with 
the way to wealth to neg- 
lect his 4 « tne for ac- 
quiring the pearl of great 
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price, becaufe he muft give 
all that he had for it. No 
one who obtains the bleflings 
of the gofpel will be a lofer, 
by the worldly facrifices he 
may make for them. Tem- 
‘poral bleflings arenot to be 
defpifed nor rejected ; but 
fhould we poflefs ever fo 
large a fhare of them, with- 
outa better portion, we 
fhould be miferable at laft. 

Bodily health, though a 
defirable bleffing, is not wor- 
thy to be compared witha 
renewéd healthy foul, cleanf- 
ed of its impurities, and heal- 
ed of the difeafé of fin. Tem- 
poral eafe and a comfortable 
fubfiftence are to be prized 
highly, but they are not to 
be placed in competition 
with that joy in the Holy 
Ghoft, and that fpiritual fub- 
fiftence, which 1s the portion 
of them, who have obtained 
the grace of God. Our rel- 
atives and friends are juftly 
efteemed among our great: 
eft earthly bleflings. But ev- 


en the happinefs derivedfrom _ 


them falls far fhort of the 
enjoyment derived to thie 
godly from the affectionate 
regard and favour of the beft 
of friends, the Saviour of fin- 
ners. ‘The renewed foul, 
whofe fins are forgiven 
whofe  tranfgreffions are 
wathed away in the blood of 
the Lamb, though he fhould 
be called to part with all that 
he has, will refolve to make 
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the facrifice: To his cartial 
defires he will fay, you fhall 
be mortified and flain ; I will 
not retain you at the expenfe 
of joys which are infinitely 
preferable. I will not fuffer 
the tempting pofleflions of 
the world to rob me of a 
treafure, which all the king- 
doms of the world could not 
repay. Nor fhall you, my 
deareft earthly friends, divide 
my foul with Chrift. I will 
not love father nor mother, 
fon nor daughter, nor 
even my own flefh, more 
than Him. Whom have I 
in heaven but Him, and what 
on earth can I defire befide 
Him. 1 have found the pearl 
of great price, and, fooner 
than relinquifh it, I will part 
with every thing elfe. As 
Mofes efteemed the reproach 
of Chrift greater riches than 
thetreafures of Egypt, fowill 
I efteem even the afflictions 


of the Gofpel greater bleff- 


ings than the enjoyments of 
the world. 

They, who have no inter 
eft in Chrift, when deprived 
of carthly enjoyments, have 
nothing left. But they, 


-who have an intereft in Him, 


are never deprived of his fa- 
vour. 

The moft uninterrupted 
temporal profperity will not 
render that foul laftingly 
happy, who has no part in 
the bleflings of the Gofpel. 
But the enjoyments of thofe, 





ial 
all 
ill 
fe 


er 


f 





Contemplation on the Mortality of Man. 


who are partakers of divine 
grace, will not perifh with 
the ufing. The longer they 
poffefs the pearl they have 
received, the more valuable 
it will become, and though 
they fhould fuffer the lofs of 
all things earthly, pofleflions 
of infinite value, joys which 
will endure forever, are en- 
fured to them in heaven, 
GAIUS. 


=e 


CONTEMPLATION ON THE MORTALe# 
ITY OF MANKIND. 


(An Extrad. ) 


DEATH, as it is an event 
that fo nearly concerns every 
individual of the human race, 
cannot but be worthy of a 
moft folemn and frequent 
contemplation. 

‘The various ways of dy- 
ing have been confidered by 
many writers; and the in- 
numerable methodsthat Prov- 
idence may take to turn 
man to deftruction, are a 
{peculation big with furprife 
and admiration. Axnacreon, 
who fpent his life in the 
praife and practice of luxury, 
and who has given name to 
a fpecies of foft licentious 
veries, was at laft choaked 
with a grape-ftone. ‘Thus, 
what he efteemed the very 
bloilom of his life; became in 
a literal fenfe the feed of his 
mortality. Not unlike this 
was the fate of Zeuxix, the 


celebrated painter ; who, for 
the elegant proportion of his 
figures, and the foftnefs and 
chaftity of his coloring, was 
the delight of the age in 
which he lived. But at laft 
he dafhed out his life with a 
flourifh of his own brufh. 
He drew the picture of an 
old woman, fo very uncouth 
and ridiculous, that he ex- 


pired with laughter at the — 


whimfical creation of his own 
fancy. Thus the death of 
that famous artift flowed 
from the very pencil that 
ufed to animate canvafs, and 
infpire the moft infenfible 
matter with vivacity and hu- 
man paflions.—I have read 
of an atheift who made no 
confcience of denying his 
Maker, but had his days 
drawn to an end by a fingle 
hair. As he was indulging 
himfelf in a wantona¢tion, he 
accidentally hadahair plucked 
from his breaft, the root of 
which left a little orifice that 
feftered, & gangrened, & eat 
into his vitals. He died ac- 
knowledging, that the Supreme 
Ruler of the world could make 
the minute bair a dart ftrong 
enough to difpatch the moft 
hardened infidel.—It is a well 
known ftory of the lady who 
bled to death, by the prick 
of her needle at work. Her 
name was Elizabeth, the 
daughter of my lord Fehbu 
Rufel. Uhave often beheld 
her ftatue in Weftminfter-Ab. 
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bey, in which is emblemati- 
cally intimated the manner 
of her dying. Commiflion- 
ed by Providence, a {mall 
needle may make its way in- 
to the artery of a finger, 
pointed with death. How 
expofed are we every mo- 
ment | How many unforefeen 
accidents may ftrike us into 
the grave! And, what fmall 
invifible atoms may hover in 
the air about us, and wait 
nothing but the divine per- 
miflion to terminate our pro- 
bation ! 

We cannot enough adore 
the great Author of our lives, 
that he conceals the time and 
the manner of our own death 
from us. When any of the 
human race is born, the 
term of his exiftence here, 
and the method of his expi- 
ratior,are, without doubt, 
exactly forefeen and deter- 
mined by God: But it re- 
mains an unfearchable myf- 
tery, both to himfelf and his 
fellow creatures, till Provi- 
dence has taken off the veil, 
& furprifed us by the event. 
The Turks carry this article 
to a very pernicious extreme; 
and it would be well if fome 
weaker chriftians did not re- 
femble them in it. Their 
creed is, every man has his 
fate writtenin a convenient 
place of his forehead; and 
jet other things go how they 
will, the man mutt leave this 
world in the fame way, and 





at the fame inftant, that is 
exprefled in thofe myftical 
characters. This  infpires 
into them that intrepidity 
and refolution in fight, for 
which their nation is fo re- 
markable. They will drive 
headlong amidft their ene- 
mies, as the horfe rufheth in- 
tothe battle: norcan they per- 
fuade themfelves, that they 
are in the leaft degree near- 
er the edges of eternity, 
though the edge of the {word 
begins to gird upon the 
threads of their life. They 
fully believe that it is pre- 
deftinated whether they 
fhall fallin the field or no, 
and therefore if they bear 
up, orrun away, the cafe 
will be exactly the fame. 
But the mifchief is, they nev- 
er enquire whether it is fore- 
ordained if they fhallfly, or 
ftand their ground; but 
keep their eye fixed upon 
the end, without any regard 
to the means. 

For my own part, as I 
know that, let my life be 
longer or fhorter, I muft die 
at laft, I fee it is my higheft 
wifdom to get ready for 
that awful hour : and at the 
fame time! behold the van- 
ity of all worldly pleafures 
tomake me happy. What 
good will the glittering dutt 
of Péru do me whenI my- 
felf am reduced to my orig- 
inal duft? What delight 
fhall I tafte in luxurious difh- 
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es, when! myfelf am become 
a feaft to the crawling ver- 
min of the earth? Will gay 
apparel appear ornamental 
when I am folded in a wind. 
ing-fheet ? Or will the 
voice of fame rendera charm- 
ing found in the hallow 
yault of my tomb 

I know of but one way 
to arm_mydfelf againft the 
terrors of dying, and that 
is, by fecuring the friend- 
fhip and protection of the 
Being who maintains my 
breath. To him I muft be 
accountable, and therefore 
I will make his glory the 
end of all my actions. When 
Jrifein the morning, I give 
myfelfto him who bids the 
day {pring from on high: 
when the fhadows of the 
evening are ftretched out, I 
place myfelf under the fhad. 
ow of his wings. - Thus will 
I wait with patience all 
the days of my appointed 
time, not doubting but he 
will fupport me in the laft 
agonies of nature, and give 
meto fee everlafting glory 
dawn behind the evening of 
my prefent life. P. S, 


oe 


~ 





Tue following is the conclufion 
of a difcourfe, delivered by Doétor 
Laturop, of Weft-Springfield, to 
his people, at the clofe of the 50th 
year of his miniftry. The difcourfe 
is entitled, ‘¢ dn aged minifler come 


mending his people to Ged.” 
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I soLEMNLY call upon all, 
who believe the truth, and 
feel the importance of the 
gofpel, but have not openly 
profefied it, to come forward 
without further delay, and 


join themfelves to Chrift’s 


church, take a feat at his ta- 
ble, and honour him before 
allmen. Live no longer in 
the negleé& of a duty, whica 
he has exprefsly enjoined on 
you. Remember alfo that 
every one who nameth the 
name of Chrift, is required 
to depart from iniquity. All 
are bound to confeis Chrift’s 
name, and toeat and drink 
inhis prefence; but know, 
that this wili avail you no- 
thing, unlefs you obey him 
as your Lord, and do the 
things which he fays. 

Ye youths, hereafter I 
fhall not talk much with you. 
Recolleét what I have here- 
tofore fpoken, and receive 
what I fpeak now. I charge 
you before God and the 
Lord Jefus Chrift, that 
you attendto the concerns 
of your immortal fouls ; that 
you acquaint yourfelves with 
God, and be reconciled to 
him ; that you forfake the 
foolifh and live, and go in 
the way of underftanding ; 
that you devote yourfelves 
to God in the profeflion and 
practice of religion; and 
that you encourage one an- 
other in the ways of wifdom 
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and piety. Entice not oth- 
ers to evil, nor confent 
when others. would entice 
you ; but confider one an- 
other to provoke unto love 
and good works. Let this 
be your mutual advice, 
** Come and let us go up to 
“the houfe of the Lord, for 
** he will teach us of his ways, 
*‘ and we will walk in his 
** paths.”” The continuance 
of the church will greatly 
depend on you. Your fath- 
ers are foon to depart ; their 
feats at Chrift’stable are emp- 
tying from year to year, and 
will all foon be empty. Chrift 
expects that you will come 
and fillthem. Your parents 
have communicated his relig- 


ion to you; take it, carry 
it with you through life, and 
hand it overto the next gen- 


eration. Sacred is the de- 
pofit in your hands; folemn 
is your charge. If this de- 
polit fhould be loft with you, 
what account will you be 
able to render? The fer- 
vant who hid his talent 
could fay, ‘ Here thou 
haft that 1s thine.’ What 
will you fay, if the talent it- 
felf be loft? The fervant, 
who had been guilty of neg- 
lect, was configned to utter 
darknels. If you fhall be 
found guilty of wafte, how 
great will be. your dark- 
nefs. . 
My aged brethren and 
friends ; tor many years we 
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have dwelt together in u- 
nity; and we have foundhow 
good and how pleafant it 1s. 
Weare foon to part, and to 
fee each other’s faces no 
more. Let us remember 
one another in our prayers ; 
and according to our time 
and ftrength be fellow. work- 
ers to the kingdom of God, 
If any of you Fave neglected 
tocome to Chrift’s table, I 
now affectionately intreat 
youtopaythis honour to him 
and his religion on earth, 
before you goto abide with 
him in Heaven. 

Ye heads of families, 
bring up your children in 
the nurture and admoni- 
tion of the Lord ; maintain 
God’s worfhip in your houf- 
es; walk ina perfect way ; 
allow no evil thing in your 
dwellings; let nothing be 
heard from your lips, or feen 
in your conduét, which fhall 
tempt your children to think 
lightly of religion, or to fuf- 
pect that you think lightly 
of it yourfelves. Shun the 
places of vain amufement 
and diflipated pleafure ; and 
let the hours of recefs from 
the bufy cares of life be facred 
to mental improvement and 
domettic inftruction and de- 
votion. Anticipate the day, 
when you and your houtfe- 
holds muft appear before the 
Lord Jefus at his coming ; 
may you and they appear 
with mutual congratulation, 
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and with exceeding joy. 

That at the clofe of the 
fiftieth year of my miniftry, 
I fhould meet you in the 
houfe of God, and impart 
a word of advice, was agree- 
able to my own feelings, and 
confonant to your wifhes. 
But to what purpofe is ad- 
vice, if it be forgotten and 
difregarded? If the things 
which have been {poken are 
words of truth and fober- 
nefs, allow me to believe they 
will leave on your minds a 
deep impreflionallow me 
to hope, that from this day’s 
folemnity, fome happy effects 
will follow—allow me to ex- 
pect, that there wili be an 
increafed attention to relig- 
ion among youth--—that 
there will be order and de- 
votion in all our houfes-—+ 
that there will be a general 
attendance on the worfhip of 
God’s houfe—that from a- 
mong perfons of all ages 
there will be additions to the 
church. We hear of great 
attention to religion, and of 
an increafe of the number of 
profeflors in the \towns a- 
roundus. ‘That your pray- 
ers may be heard, you muft 
‘apply the means of grace. It 
is vain to expect, that pray- 
ers for the attainment of any 
object will avail, while the 
means relative to that object 
are neglected. God grants 
his fpirit in the hearing of 
faith. 
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To fee religion prevailing, 
the church increafing, and 
the gofpel going forth with 
power, and with the Holy 
Ghoft, and with much affur- 
ance, would be a pleafing 
fpectacle. It would enliven 
our facred pleafures, and 
brighten our heavenly prof- 
pects. 

My friends, if I fhould 
{peak to you again, yet prob- 


ably I fhall never fpeak on 


an occafion fo impreflive as 
the prefent. I therefore, be- 
fore I leave this place, renew 
and urge my requeft, that 
the things which have been 
{poken, may be religioufly 
regarded. 

Shall I fufpend my dif- 
courfe for a moment, to hear 
from your lips, what you are 
fpeaking in your hearts’? 
Your inward language, me- 
thinks, is the anfwer of [frael 
to the farewel advice of aged 
Jofhua. The Lord our God 
we will ferve, his voice we 
will obey : God forbid, that 
we fhould forfake him. 1 
reply in Jofhua’s words: Ye 
are witnefles againft your- 
felves, that ye have chofen 
the Lord, to ferve him. Me- 
thinks I hear you rejoin, We 
are witnefles. : 

My brethren, accept my 
thanks for all that attention, 
candor and kindnefs, which 
I have experienced from you 
in the courfe of my miniftry. 
I feel a confidence, that your 
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friendly difpofitions toward 
me will not ceafe in my de- 
clining age. Defects and er- 
rors proceeding from infirm- 
ity, your goodnefs will ex- 
cufe. lhope you will fee 
none which proceed from a 


heart unfeeling to religion, 


or unfriendly to you. I 
fhall probably leave children 
and defcendants among you. 
I hope they may be peacea- 
ble and ufeful members of 
your fociety. Ifany of them 
thould fall into adverfity, or 
tf an aged companion fhould 
furvive, opprefled with in- 
firmity, I truft, your atten- 
tion and prayers will not 
ceafe; but you will fhew 
kindnefs to the dead and to 
the living. 

Brethren, I commend you 
to God, and to the word of 
his grace. Be perfect; be 
of good comfort ; be of one 
mind; live in peace; and 
the God of peace and love be 
with you. 
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A WARNING ro SCOFFERS. 
Frem a late Publication. 


The following recent fad is fufficient 
evidence, how awful a thing it is to 
make a mock of fin, and openly des 
ride the Gofpel. 

Tue laft fabbath fortnight 

I went in the evening to 

preach at S I had no 

fooner begun the worfhip of 


God, than I perceived four 


or five young men enter the 
room, where I was _preach- 
ing. Having fixed them- 
felves in the moft obfcure 
part of the houfe, they fmiled 
one at another, and from 
{miles advanced to laughing 
and talking. One of them, 
more hardened than the reit, 
endeavored to make himfelf 
very confpicuous by unbe- 
coming geftures, &c. and I 
endeavored to make him 
more fo, by the following 
method of reproof. At firft, 
I made a full ftop for about 
a minute! but this not an- 
{wering, I fixed my eyes up 
on him, fuppofing a ftern 
look would put him to fis 
lence. This not fucceeding, 
I was compelled to have re- 
courfe to verbal reproof. [| 
firft begged him, as he valued 
his immortal foul, to confider 
the Awful confequences of 
defpifing the gofpel of Jefus, 
and deriding the inftitutions 
of religious worfhip. Ithen 
entreated him to remember 
the tremendous judgments 
denounced by the prophet, 
and quoted by the Apoftle 
Paul: ‘‘ Beware, therefore, 
left that come upon you which is 


fpoken of in the prophets: bee 


hold ye de[pifers,and wonder and 
perifh ; for I work a work in 
your day, a work which you 
will in no wife believe, though 
aman declare it unto you.” — 
And, laftly, | informed him, 
that though he might efcape 
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his country ; and though he 
might efcape the pre/ent judeg- 
ments of the Almighty, yet 
a reprieve was not pardon, 
and the time was haftening, 
when all impeninent oppof- 
ers of God’s word would 
feel the indignation of a fin 
avenging God. I therefore 
urged him to confider, be- 
fore it was too late, the 
words of Job: “ He is wife 
in heart, and mighty in 
ftrength : who hath harden- 
ed himfelf againft him and 
profpered.” This admoni- 
tion ‘evidently filled him 
with confufion, and prevent: 
ed any farther interruption 
during the reft of the fer- 
vice. The aflembly being 
difmifled, the young man 
returned to his habitation ; 
but, awful to relate! his 
race was nearly run—with- 
in afew days death approach- 
ed. No fooner was he feiz- 
ed,than his fenfes departed, 
and a delirium came upon 
him. It become neceflary 
to cal] in three or four men 
to hold him in his bed; and 
he died in the greateft ago- 
nies imaginable. Thus ter- 
minated the temporal exitt- 
ence of one who had openly 
vilified the ordinances of the 
Lord, and was taken almoft 
immediately from the re- 
proofs of man, to appear be- 
fore the King eternal,immor- 
tal, invifible. W. P. 


THE LATE REV. IVORY HOVE?D. 
Ne. Ll. 


Soon after I was fettled 
in college, I joined myfelf to 
a religious fociety of {chol- 
ars, that was in the habit of 
meeting fabbath evenings 
for prayer, reading, &c. 
Meantime I met with many 
fore conflicts from within 
and without, which I could 
not overcome, and which in- 
terrupted me in all my pri- 
vate and public exercifes, 
both academical and relig- 
ious. I alfo met with 
trouble from fome, who 
maintained deiftical princi- 
ples. However, this trial, by 
the blefling of God, proved 
the occafion of eftablifhing 
me in the belief of the di- 
vinity of the holy fcriptures, 
eventually. 

But the moft fharp con- 
flict I met with from in- 
ward corruption, wasin my 
fecond year at college; oc- 
cafioned by reading a dif- 
courfe upon predeftination, 
election and_ reprobation, 
from fome paflages in the 
ix. chapter of Romans. 
This filled me with the great- 
eft confternation for a feafon, 
almoft to defperation ; not 
that I queftioned the truth 
or reafonablenefs of the doc- 
trine, but becaufe I felt fuch 
an inward quarrel in my 
vile heart againft God’s ab- 
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folute fovereignty, and was 
ready to conclude myfelf 
reprobate, becaufe | was no 
better reconciled to the doc- 
trine. 

However, I wasina little 
time better fatisfied by read- 
ing that fameauthor ;_ but, 
efpecially, by reading Mr. 
Cole upon the fame fubject 
of the divine fovercignty. 
However, I had by turns, 
afterwards, great dumps up- 
on my mind, when I clofely 
confined my thoughts to 
this fubject, although at oth- 
er times I received a great 
deal of fatisfaction from it, 
as it isto that lowe all my 
hopes of heaven ; but never 
was God’s abfolute fove- 
reignty the procuring and 
blameable caufe of any one’s 
ruin; I fay, God’s fove- 
reignty never was the blame- 
able caufe of any moral evil, 
but it is the original and ef- 
fectual caufe of all the good 
that any creature ever yet 
partook of, or can hope to re- 
ceive, through time or eter- 
nity. It is the original caufe 
of fallen man’s redemption, 
and of all the faints’ falva- 
tion purchafed by the death 
of Chriit. This, lam fenft- 
ble, is the procuring caufe of 
all the good [ever enjoyed, 
do, or hope to enjoy, here, or 
hereafter. But, all the e- 
vil lever met with, do feel, 
or have reafon to fear, arifes 


from my /elf/-/overcignty, or 


affecting it, anda diflike of 
the divine fovereignty, feek- 
ing to be independent, and fo 
to ungod the great Jehovah, 
by fetting up a vile creature 
in his ftead. This, this |] 
conceive to be the very na- 
ture of fin. Oh, how much 
better to be at the difpofal 
of a fovereign God, who is 
infinite in all divine perfec- 
tions and excellencies, natur- 
al and moral, than to be at 
my own difpofal, who am in 
myfelf deftitute of wifdom, 
juftice, goodnefs, clemency, 
and truth, but fullof the 
contrary corrupt qualities 
and difpofitions. 

To pafs over many other 
things, I would juft obferve, 
that toward the clofe of my 
third year at college by very 
clofe application to ftudy, I 
contracted fo ill an habit of 
body, before I was aware of 
the danger, that I was oblig- 
ed eventually to leave college. 
I therefore returned to my 
father’s houfe, where I was 
in a great meafure confined 
for the moft of a year. I 
had then an opportunity to 
apply myfelf more conftant- 
ly and fteadily to the fecret 
exercifes of religion. } 
thought God gave mea heart 
to improve the feafon. I 
found fo much comfort and 
fatisfaction, under my con- 
finement, in what I call com- 
munion with God, thatif I 
might have had my choice, 3 
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fhould have chofen to re- 
main thus afflicted all my 
days, as a prefervative a- 
gainft my finning, rather 
than to have had my health 
reftored, and live in fin, as I 
had done. Neverthelefs, I 
was afraid to put confidence 
in mylelf, as my heart had 
fo often deceived me, even 
as often asI had trufted to 
it; for I found, from time to 
time, as I began.to be reliev- 
edas to my bodily health, 
my heart began to depart 
from the Lord. Good Lord, 
faid I, deliver me from this 
vile heart, which unfits me 
for any mercies; for, until 
this proud, ftubborn, world- 
ly, fenfual, treacherous and 
deceitful heart of mine {hall 
by thy grace be changed, 
and made a humble, heaven- 
ly, meek, fincere and believ- 
ing heart, I {hall remain inca- 
pable of improving to good 
purpoie favours, if beftowed. 
Vherefore, 1 fet myfelf in 
good earneft about the work 
of mortification, looking 
to Jefusfor the help of his 
fpirit, without which I know 
{can do nothing at this im- 
portant bufinefs ; and yet I 
believe it to be more necefla- 
ry, than any academical ftud- 
ies. Therefore, the Lord 
has taken me off from them, 
and is calling me to f¢his, I 
hope and truft in mercy. 
One thing further, efpec- 
ially, is worthy of remark, 
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here, in the footfteps of di- 
vine Providence, taken in 


connexion with the early no. 


tice before mentioned of 
God’s purpofes concerning 
me, namely, that his counfels 
fhould be fulfilled, whatfoev- 
er impediments might feem 
to be in the way ; and, tru- 
ly, the Lord ufually brings 
to pafs his defigns of grace 
in fuch a manner, as that 
thofe, who are the fubjects 
of it, fhall be obliged to ac- 
knowledge his hand therein, 
and oftentimes they are put 
to believe in hope againft 
hope, as Abraham was, that 
they might fee the account 
of thofe good things, which 
he has ifpoken concerning 
them. ‘The cafe was emi- 
nently fo here ; for my fa- 
ther’s hopes and mine feem- 
edin a meafure to be de- 
firoyed near the conclufion 
of my undergraduatefhip at 
college, being, as I have be- 
fore obferved, taken off from 
my academical purfuits by 
prevailing indifpofition of 
body. Surely, this looked 
like a very dark and gloomy 
difpenfation of Providence 
indeed ; that is, a fevere re- 
buke from God’s hand upon 
my father’s defign. Never- 
thelefs, I had foon an inter- 
preter fent me toconvince me 
that the Lord meant all this 
for good. For, although I 
hereby loft the advantage of 
gaining much academical 
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knowledge ; yet in the room 
of it, I truft, the Lord has 
taught me fome leflons much 
more needful and profitable, 
to qualify me in fome meaf- 


ure for the gofpel miniftry. 


The very firft fubject, af- 
ter leaving collexe, which I 
heard preached upon by the 
Rev. Mr. Emerfon, whofe 
miniftry I fat under, was the 
myftery of Divine Provi- 
dence, from Ezekiel’s vifion 
of a wheel ‘within a wheel ; 
and fo from time to time the 
word preached fuited my 
cafe, as exactly as if my cafe 
had been fully known tohim, 
who wrote and explained it. 
It feemed defigned for my 
inftruction, reproof, admo- 
nition, and encouragement. 
Yea, the Lord met with me 
alfo by the teaching of his 
{fpirit in reading his word 
and other books, as well as 
by fuitable difpenfations of 
Providence. Although! was 
often troubled in my mind ; 
yet I found, through the gof- 
pel difpenfation, that there 
was forgivenefs with him and 
plenteous redemption, and 
remiflion by and through 
the mediation of a Saviour. 
During my confinement at 
my father’s, | fometimes al- 
moft defpaired of a recovery, 
as to my health, and was in 
a great meafure reconciled 
to death. I fpent much 
time in private days of hu- 
miliation, fafting and prayer, 


and in felf examination. 
Some days, however, I was 
enabled to fpend in giving 
thanks to my God for mer- 
cies beftowed. I. never 
could pray abfolutely for the 
removal of my bodily difor- 
ders, but for the fanétification 
of them, and that I might be 
prepared for health before it 
was reftored. 

I had by turns, to my ap- 
prehenfion, fome clear evi- 
dences of my good eftate, 
and was filled with admiring 
thoughts of the freenefs of 
God’s love in choofing fuch 
a vile wretch as I felt myfelf 
to be, to difplay the riches 
of his mercy and grace upon, 
which put me upon ftudy- 
ing what I fhould render to 
him for it ; and often en- 
deavoured to prefent my 
body a living facrifice, as a 
{mall return for fuch an un- 
{peakable favour. I feemed 
to have a real defire to glori- 
fy God, my Saviour, while 
I did live. 1 felt in a good 
meafure reconciled to my 
prefent affliéted condition, 
fenfible that I needed thofe 
chaftifements ; and it appear- 
ed tome, that it was in cov- 
enant love and faithfulnefs, 
that I was thus afflicted. 

However, | had my dark 
and gloomy feafons, as well 
as my lucid ones, and 
fometimes at facramental 
feafons, as well as at 
other times; and thus | paft- 
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ed this year, which would 
have been my laft at college, 
if my health had permitted. 

March 6, 1735,1 fet out 
for college, and made appli- 
cation for my degree, which 
was granted. 

I returned home, after re- 
ceiving my degree, praifing 
God and admiring his kind 
Providence towards me, not 
in the above mentioned re- 
{pect only, but that he had 
fo ordered it in his Provi- 
dence, that by my bodily in- 
difpofition, I had been placed 
out of the way of being 
infected with fome per- 
nicious principles, which 
prevailed at college about 
that time, whereby many 


were led away. 
[Ts be continued. ] 


oe 


ENCOURAGEMENT TO THE DEAF 
' TO ATTEND THE HOUSE OF GOD, 


(From an Englifh publication. ) 


Joun Harmoop was born 
January 1oth, 170g. More 
than forty years he was em- 
ployed as a labourer in his 
Majeity’s yard at Portfea, 
and was known by the name 
of Hone/t Fobn. 

Before the military guard- 
ed the yard, he ufually {pent 
his watch-nights in medita- 
tion, prayerand praife. Work 
on the Lord’s day was not 
then fo frequent in the king’s 
yard; when prefled to it, he 


often refufed ; butif it ap- 
peared to him a work 
of neceflity, the necef- 
fitous reaped the fruit of his 
labours: with the refidue, 
he bought books of devotion. 

When in his 82d year, af- 
ter an increafing deafnefs of 
fixteen years, eight of which 
were exceedingly painful, he 
prefented himfelf to God in 
his temple with his hearing 
perfectly recovered. 

The good old man totter- 
ed moft cheerfully to the 
houfe of God, and was feen, 
not as formerly, literally on 
tiptoe, with fixed eyes, and 
with a countenance indicat- 
ing forrow or joy, as he 
heard or did not hear ;—but 
with fhowers of tears teftify- 
ing his gratitude, and his 
pofleflion of joys unfpeaka- 
ble and full of glory :-—The 
days were now paitt, in which 
he tried every fituation and 
attitude to hear; and a 
friend was no longer wanted 
to fhew him the appointed 
hymns and portions of iac- 
red {cripture. 

At the clofe of public wor- 
fhip he exprefled in broken 


accents his gratitude and joy, _ 


calling on all to unite with 
him in praife, adding, “ Now 
God has totally removed my 
fears.—I fhall die in a little 
time—a little while enjoy 
my Redeemer’s pledge of 
love,and thenclofemy days.” 
His hearing and aflurance of 
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the favour of God in Chrift 
remained till his death. 

After enjoying thefe blef- 
fings fixteen months, he a- 
woke early on the morning 
of his 84th birth day, and 
finding himfelf extremely 
thirfty, called his niece. She 
went to fetch him fome wa- 
ter, and, on her return, 
found him in the fame _pof- 
ture—but his fpirit was with 
God. 

Reader, art thou deaf? 
Thy recovery is not impoffi- 
ble: he was an old man 
when his hearing was reftor- 
ed. for the fake of example, 
aitend the houfe of Ged. 

W. P. 


OR 
A WORDTO LICENTIOUS SINNERS. 


Persons often content 
thetnfelves in the known vi- 
olation of divine commands, 
by pleading the ftrength of 
temptation. 

Such aman is habitually 
intemperate, fay they: but 
his inclination to drink is 
violent. God knows this, 
and will treat him with len- 
ity. 

Another perfon isin the 
mid{t of youth, enjoys high 
health, and a vigorous con- 
fiitution ; befides this, has 
the misfortune of having a 
violent propentfity to fenfu- 
al pleafure. Who can wonder 
that evangelical rules of chaf- 


A word to licentious Sinners. 


Scripure Illuftration. 


tity do not always confine 
him ? 

Iwill by no means fay, 
that unavoidable temptation 
does-in no meafure palliate 
fin; but furely the above 
reafoning is extremely in- 
conclufive and dangerous. 

Our Saviour, in the eigh- 
teenth chapter of Matthew, 
has {poken on this very fub- 
jet. Ifthy right band or 
foot offend thee, cut them off and 
caft them from thee : for it is 
better to enter into life halt or 
maimed, rather than having 
two hands or two feet to be 
caft into hell fire. The fup- 
pofition here made is, that 
the luft or difpofition to fin 
is extremely impetuous : in- 
fomuch that to refift it will 
refemble the amputation of 
the deareft and moft ufeful 
members. Yet this refift- 
ance or mortification is rep- 
refented as abfolutely necef- 
fary,if the perfon would 
avoid eternal wrath. Com- 
pliance, even in thefe circum- 
{tances places thofe who are 
guilty in danger of that lake, 
where the worm dieth not, 
and the fire is not quench- 
ed, SALVIAN,. 


SCRIPTURE ILLUSTRATION. 


Marx 1x. 44. Where 
their worm dieth not, and the 
fire is not quenched. Dr. 
Rymer fuppofes that both 








the worm and the fire are 
meant of the body, and re- 
fer to the two different ways 
of funeral among the an- 
cients, interment and burn- 
ing ; fo that our Lord may 
feem here to prevent an ob- 
jection againft the perma- 
nent mifery of the wicked 
in hell, arifing from the frail 
conftitution of the body ; as 
if he fhould have faid, the 
body will not then be as it 
is at prefent, but will be in- 
capable of confumption or 
diffolution. In its natural 
{tate the worms may devour 
the whole, and die for want 
of nourifhment; the fre 
may confume it, and be ex- 
tinguifhed for want of fuel ; 
but there fhall be perpetual 
food for the worm that cor- 
rodes it, perpetual fuel for 
the fire that torments it. 
The words of the apocryphal 
writer in Judith, xvi. 17, il- 
luftrate this interpretation. 
The Lord Almighty will take 
vengeance on the wicked in the 
day of judgment, putting fire 
and worms into their flefh, and 
they fhall feel them, and weep 


orever. 
[See Burder’s Oriental Cufloms. } 


Anecdote. Religious Intelligence. igr 


ANECDOTE, > 


| Wuen the Princefs of 
Wales, afterward Queen Car- 
oline, pafled through Hol- 
land in her way to England, 
Mr. Saurin, the famous 
Frenchpreacherat the Hague, 
had the honour of paying his 
refpects to that illuftrious la- 
dy. Her royal highnefs was 
pleafed to fingle him out 
from the reft of the clergy, 
who were prefent, and to 
fay to him; Do not imagine, 
that, being dazzled with 
the glory which this revo- 
lution feems to promife me, I 
have loft fight of that God, from 
whom it proceeds. He hath 
been pleafed to diftinguifh it 
with jo many extraordinary 
marks, that I cannot miftake bis 
divine hand ; and, as I confider 
this long trainof favours, asimme- 
diately coming from him, to him 
alone I confecrate them. How 
amiable are piety, humility 
and condefcenfion in hi 

life. The hiftory of this il- 
luftrious chriftian queen is 
not written in blood, and 
therefore it is always read 
with tears of grateful joy. 


i C34+4+Dtae>— 
RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE. 


An Account of the origin and progre/s 
of the Miffion to the Cherokee In- 
dians ; in a feries of Letters from 
the Rev. Gideon Blackburn, to the 
Rev. Dr. Morle. 


LETTER 1. 
Marysville, (Tenn.) 1807. 
REVEREND SIR, 
As the promifes of God  re- 
fpecting the converfion of the heathen 
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are evidently on the eve of being ac- 
complifhed, and as the friends of Zi- 
on are anxioufly watching the figns of 
thetimes, anduniting their prayers a- 
round the throne of God for the com. 
ing of the kingdom of Chrift, and ef- 
pecially for the fpread of the gofpel 


among the aboriginals of America ; 


it may not beunimportant to give you 
a concife account of the rife and pro- 
grefs of the miffion in which I have 
been engaged for fome years with the 
Cherokee nation of Indians, border- 
ing on the ftate of Tenneflee. 

In the year 1794, I fettled in that 
part of the ftate now called Blount 
county, at atime when the Cherokees 
were engaged ina bloody and de- 
ftructive war with our frontiers. As 
this circumftance ‘frequently called 
out the youths of my charge inthede- 
fence of their country, and expofed 
them to the vices attached to the mil- 
itary life, I chofe at fome timesto go 
out with themintheirexpeditions, and 
thereby was led into the caufes of the 
favage and wretched ftate of thofe 
Indians. From that moment my mind 
began to beagitated with the queftion ; 
Can nothing be done with this people 
to meliorate their condition ? Is it 
impoffible they fhould be civilized, 
and become acquainted with the gof- 
pel of Chrift ? Some cheering rays of 
hope would flafh upon my mind when 
I refleéted that they were of the fame 
race with ourfelves; that they were 
able to lay and execute plans with in- 
genuity andpromptnefs; but onview- 
ing the attempts already made to 
chriftianize other nations, and finding 
thatthey had moftly proved abortive, 
{ was led ferioufly to review thofe 
plans, that I might, if poffible, dif- 
cover the defe& ; and either intro- 
duce fome amendment, or a plan en- 
tirely new. {It was very obfervable, 
that inftead of opening the minds of 
the Indians, and enlarging the num- 
ber of their confined ideas, they were 
often dogmatically inftruéted on the 
moft exalted fubjeéts that can occupy 
the mind ef the moft enlightened 


man, They were urged to believe, 
as abfolutely neceflary, things of 
which, in their ftate of intelligence, 
they could have no apprehenfion, and 
which, by the manners of the white 
people with whom they were moftly 
converfant, they were every day prac- 
tically taught to doubt, if not entire- 
ly to difcredit. Hence it was evident, 
that a plan muft be laid with the ex- 
pectation of having to combat with 
ignorance, obftinacy, and trong preju- 
dices. I knew that the operations of 
God on the hearts of men were not 
confined to means. Yet even in relig- 
ion, caufe and effect have been in the 
order of events without any great de- 
viation. I conceived it therefore in« 
difpenfable to prepare the mind by 
the moft fimple ideas, and by a pro- 
cefs which would affociate civiliza- 
tion with religious inftruction, and 
thus gradually prepare the rifing 
race for the more fublime truths of 
religion, as they fhould be able to 
view them. I was fully perfuaded 
the plans purfued in South America, 
in effeting what was called the civ- 
ilization of that country, would not 
do with this ftrong minded and high 
{pirited people ; that boafled civiliza- 
tion was not the refult of determina- 
tion, but of mere artificial impreffion ; 
while thefe bid fair, if rightly manag- 
ed, eventually to become American 
citizens, and a valuable part of the 
Union. 

This fubje& imprefled my mind 
more and more, and became frequent- 
ly the obje&t of requeft at the throne 
of grace until the year 1799. In that 
year I introduced the fubje&t to the 
Prefbytery of Union, of which l was 
amember, but found fo many embar- 
rafling difficulties thrown in the 
way; I was forcedtoyield any further 
attempts in that way. Inthe year fol- 
lowing I laid a plan for a miffionary 
fociety in that country, with a {pecial 
reference to this object ; yet though 
many were highly pleafed with the 
defign, the fearcity of money, and the 
poverty of the people in that newly 








fettled country, became fuch infur- 
mountable objects, that I was again 
compelled to give up the attempt. 

Inthe year 1803, I came a delegate 
from our Prefbytery to the General 
Affembly of the Prefbyterian church, 
hoping I might find fome method to 
bring this fubject before that body. 
For this purpofe I had drawn up the 
outlines of aplan for the education of 
the Indian children as the moft likely 
mean of accomplifhing the revolution 
in the habits of the nation. A peti- 
tion was laid before the aflembly, re- 
queftmg fupplies for our frontiers, in 
which was noticed the ftate of the 
Cherokee nation as exhibiting a field 
for miffionary fervice. This was re- 
ferred to the committee of miflions, 
in anfwer to whofe inquiries I pre- 
fented the propofed plan, and was re- 
queited to undertake its execution : 
the committee agreeing to give 200 
dollars for its fupport, and to engage 
my fervices as a miflionary for two 
months. As this fum was quite in- 
fufficient, the committee of miffions 
gave me a recommendation to the 
public to gain pecuniary aid, and on 
my return to Tenneflee, I collected 
four hundred and thirty dollars, and 
fome books to be applied by the di- 
rection of the committee to the ufe 
of the inftitution. Forefeeing that 
many difficulties might obftruét my 
int ercourfe with the nation, I waited 
on the Prefidentof the United States, 
and by the Secretary of War received 
letters of recommendation to the In- 
dians, and dire€tions to Col. Meigs, 
the agent for Indian affairs, to facili- 
tate my defign. 

Iam, &c. 
GIDEON BLACKBURN. 
LETTER II. 
Maryville, (Tenn.) 1807. 

‘Rev. Sir, 7 

In my laft I had mentioned my ap- 
pointment by the Committee of Mif- 
fons, to the fuperintendence of edu- 
cation among the Cherokee Indians. 


kn this I fhall notice the progrefs of 
: Ww 
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the miffion. Upon my return home 
in the month of July, I had fevegal 
interviews with the Chiefs of the na- 
tion, and fent letters, or as they ca!l 
them, talés,to their councils, in which 
was ftated the defign and advantages 
of fuch an inftitution; taking care 


not to propofe any thing in the per- 


formance of which I could not ex- 
ceed the promife ; as a fingle failure 
would have deftroyed my credit, and 
ruined the defign. The effect was, 
that in OGober, at the time of the 
diftribution of the annuity, a council 
confifting of upwards of 2000 In- 
dians, affembled, including all the 
Chiefs of the nation. Before this 
council [ laid my plan, and ftated all 
the points I conceived neceflary to 
aid me in its execution. 

After {pending aday ortwo inclofe 
deliberation, I received their appro- 
bation in writing, with a declaration 
that they would fend their children 
according to my wifhes; at the fame 
time, they agreed to aflift me in fix- 
ing a place forthe fchool. The place 
was chofen near the Highwaitle 
river, in a part of the nation moft ur- 
likely to be civilized. A fchool-houtfe 
and a houfe for the teacher were im- 
mediately ereéted. The fchool-houfe 
was fo conftruéted thatit might ferve 
the children to eat in,and be comfort - 
able for the lodging of the males. 
The females were appoiuted to fleep 
in the mafter’s family. I was re. 
inarkably fortunate in the choice of a 
mafter; he was a man of prudence, 
good fenfe, and piety ; witha heart 
fully fet on the work. His family 
was conveniently fmall, confilting of 
a wife and otte child. 

All thingsbeingnow fully prepared, 
the fchool was opened in the {prin 
of 1804. In the courfe of the frit 
week we had twenty-one children, 
who all gave flattering evidences of 
promiling geniufes. 

I had conceived it would be one 
of my greateft difficulties to keep the 
children at the fchool. In order to 
guard againit this contemplated evil, 
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IT had agreed with the Chiefs, that if 
any, of the children fhould leave the 
{chool without permiffion, or if pers 
mitted to go home, fhould ftay ten 
days longer than allowed, without a 
reafonable excufe, they fhould forfeit 
the clothing I had given them. The 
Chiefs were bound to fend the clothes 
back, or on their refufal, then, at the 
diftribution of the next annuity, I 
fhould have a right to dedué the 
amount from the dividend of fuch 
Chief, to be applied to the ufe of the 
{chool. This proved an effectual 
check to their leaving the {chool, till 
they become fo pleated, that checks 
were unneceffary. 

Withregard toorderand difcipline, 
I prefume few f{chools can exceed 
this. Between inducements and ftrié&t 
cifcrpline, the children were infenfi- 
bly brought to yield entire fubmiffion 
to the regulations of the fchool. 

At each examination a prize was 
propofed for the next examination, to 
be given to the onemaking the great- 
eft progrefs. This was faithfully giv- 
en according to promife. And left 
the others fhould be depreffed and 
cifcouraged, {mall prefents were give 
en to each one according to his mer- 
its. All this was done, as much as 
poflible, under the eye of their par« 
ents. As my defign was to intro- 
duce Chriftianity, as the young 
mind fhould be capable of receiving 
it, the firft principles of religion, 
as contained in the Shorter Cate- 
chifm, were early taught, together 
with other fhort queftions of a fimi- 
lar nature, Many hymns of praife 
were committed to memory from Dr. 
Watts’ Divine Songs, Rippan’s See 
le€tion, and other compofitions. 
‘They were taught to fing plain and 
melodious tunes with a great deal of 
eafe and fweetnefs. During all 
thefe exercifes, the utmoft care was 
taken to imprefs them with folem- 
nity, in order to avoid thofe habits 
of levity fo often difcovered among 
ourfelves, when acquiring the mutic 
we expe&t to ufe in the worfhip of 


God. With one of thefe fongs, a 
portion of {cripture and prayer, the 
{chool was begun and clofed each 
day. This acquifition of fongs of 
praife was alfo ufeful in affifting to 
open the minds of the parents to hear 
the truths defigned to be communi- 
cated to them. While feated round 
in a convenient femi-circle, and the 
children in the midft, after communi« 
cating a few ideas by an interpreter, 
Ngee was one of the children, as 
oon as they were capable of the 
fervice) the children would join in 
one of thofe fongs of Zion. Then 
more inftruction could be given, and 
then another fong, and in this way 
the mind be kept open to the truth; 
and alfo the profiting of the children 
be made to appear to their parents 
and friends. I will not fay mufic 
can transform, but fure I am, it has 
a remarkable tendency to /often, the 
favage mind. I have feen it fo ime 
preflive, that old warriors (who are 
remarkably averfe to feelings) have 
fprung on their feet in time of a 
fong, clapt their hand on their breatt, 
and in the Cherokee language ex. 
claimed, “ my heart fing too.”” Iam 
yours, &c. 


GIDEON BLACKBURN. 


otllncietemncsnntill 


The friends ef miffions, and the follows 
ers of Him, who commanded his 
difciples to ** love one another,” will 
be gratified with the following ex- 
trad of a leiter from an American 
genileman in London, dated May 
20, 1807. [ Panoplifi. | 


“ Tre laft week would have been 

a very interefting week to you, had 
you been in London. It was the 
rand Jubilee of ferious Chriftians 
throughout England. Perhaps 
there is no meeting in the world fo 
interefting, as the meeting of the 
Miffionary Society. To fee thouf- 
ands of private Chriftiahs, and hun- 
dreds of Chriftian minifters, uniting 
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on this delightful occafion, 13 a fight 
peculiarly grateful to every ferious 
mind. On Wednefday morning, 
May 13, the fervices commenced at 
Surry Chapel, a very large, commo- 
dious building, where the celebrated 
Rowland Hill preaches. After the 
church fervice was read by Mr. Hill, 
Mr. Newton of Witham delivered a 
very judicious difcourfe from the 
following words; ‘ All nations 
fhall call him bleffed.’? I prefume 
there were about four thoufand fouls 
prefent, and among them between 
two and three hundred minifters, 
The colleGtion at the door was 2551. 
fterling. In the evening the fervice 
was at the Tabernacle, a place of 
worfhip built by Mr. Whitefield, 
which is larger than Surry Chapel. 
Mr. Tack of Manchefter preached 
an excellent fermon from Ifaiah 
xxvil. 6. ‘The colleé&tion here was 
1421, 

Thurfday morning a moft intereft- 
ing report of the Miffionary Society 
for the laft year was read at Haber- 
dafher’s Hall by the fecretary, Rev. 
Dr. Burder. It contains an abun- 
dance of important information. 
This meeting clofed with a fhort ad- 
drefs by Mr. Hill of Homerton, 
confidering the miffionary fociety as 
the caufe of humanity, the caufe 
of truth, and the caufe of God. 
In the evening Mr. Griffin preach- 
ed a moft valuable fermon at Tot- 
tenham Court Road Chapel upon 
the figns of the times as favourable 
to miflions : “* The time to favour 
Zion, the fet time is come.”’ The 
congregaticn at this place was larger 
than at either of the others. The 
collection was about 1501. 

Friday morning at St. Saviour’s 
Church in the Borough, Dr. Draper 
of the Church of England delivered 
a truly catholic difcourfe from Matt. 
xxvill. 18—20, which I heard with 
very uncommon pleafure. The col- 
le€tion was about 1501. Inthe af- 
ternoon we went to Sion Chapel to 
‘elofe the folemn fervices, in which 


we had been engaged, by commem- 
orating the death of our common 
Lord, by celebrating together the 
riches ef redeeming love. Can you 
conceive a more delightful fight, 
than two thoufand five hundred 
chriftians of different denominations, 
fitting down at the fame time at the 
table of their Lord, and thus public. 
ly profeffing their attachment to Je. 
fus, and their love to one another ? 
The Rev. Dr, Haweis prefided on 
this interefling occafion. Several 
minifters exhorted, feveral engaged 
in prayer, and thirty or forty were 
employed in diftributing the ele. 
ments, The collection was 1601.* 
Thus clofed one of the moft fol- 
emn and interefting fcenes I ever 
witneffed. Many miniiters, I truft, 
have returned to their congregations 
more animated with zeal for the Re- 
deemer’s caufe, than they were be- 
fore. The prayers of all good peo- 
ple in our dear country will no doubt 
be offered up to the throne of grace 
for fuch a ufeful, fuch an .extenfive, 
fuch a bleffed inftitution, as the Mif- 
fionary Society. Let us fervently 
pray, that thofe excellent men, who 
ave left their native land with all ite 
comforts, to engage in the dangers, 
the trials, and the arduous duties of 
miffionary labours, may be fupported 
by that Being, who can make water 
to flow from the flinty rock, and 
who can make the wildernefs to 
bloffom as the rofe; that they may 
go out with joy, that they may 
be led forth with peace ; then {hall 


* 6 The expenditure of the miffionary 
Society laft year was 6,2001 The fo- 
ciety has a feminary at Gofport, under 


the care of Rev. Mr. Bogue, where ° 


there are now 13 fludents preparing for 
miffionary fervice. It fhould be ob- 
Jerved, to the praife of many wealth 

Chriflians in Loudon, that during the 


miffionary fervices, there are as meny as 


thirty houfes of private Chriftians open. - 
for the reception of any minifters whe 


chavfe to comes. 
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the mountains and the hills break 


forth into finging. Inftead of the 
thorn fhall come up the fir tree, and 
inftead of the brier fhall come up 


the myrtle tree; and it shall be 
to the Lord for a name, for a fign, 
that fhall never be cut off. Hatten 
the time, Lord Jefus !” 


— AEE PEER EEE PE FH re 


OBITUARY. 


DIED, in Hartford, Con. Rev. 
James Cogfwell, D. D. Jan. 2, 
1807; his remains were interred on 
the 86th, the anniverfary of his 
birth. He was born in Saybrook, 
Jan. 6, 1720. He was early difs 
tinguifhed for a love of knowledge, 
and a rational conviction of the truth 
of the chriftian religion. Thefe 
engaged his friends to patronize 
him in acquiring a liberal education. 
He received the firft honors of Yale 
College in 1742. While a member 
of the college, he was diftinguifhed 
for his application and propriety of 
behaviour, and efpecially for claffical 
knowledge, a love of which he re- 
tained while he lived. 

In 1744 he was ordained the 
paftor of the firft church in Canter- 
bury. In 1771 he was removed 
from this charge, and in the year fol- 
lowing inftalled paftor in Scotland, 
a parifh in Windham; where he 
continued till December, 1804 
While there, he received the degree 
of Doétor of Divinity from Yale 
College. His natural infirmities 
rendering him incapable of minif- 
terial fervice, he was removed to 
Hartford to refide with his only fur- 
viving child, Doctor M. F. Cog {. 
well ; whee he was repaid in kind 
for his filial kindnefs to his parents, 
when they became infirm. 

His preaching was, generally, 


plain and pra¢tical, addrefled to the 
underftanding and confciences of his 
hearers. The natural and chriftian 
benevolence, which fhone in his 
countenance and animated by his 
example, imprefflively enforced the 
new commandment of his matter, 
that ye love one anoth-r as I have lov- 
ed you. 

His natural temper was cheerful 
and focial ; his underitanding quick 
and clear; his imagination lively 
and cheftened his paffions remark- 
ably governed ; his prudence watch- 
ful "without fufpicion ; and his de- 
portment eafy and dignified as an 
ambaflador of Chrift. 

His natural difpofition and ac- 
quirements rendered him an agreea- 
ble and inftruétive companion ; a 
child endeared to his parents; a 
tender hufband, and a parent loved 
and revered. 

In affliction he was fubmiffive, and 
adored the hand which corrected 
him. In profperity he noticed with 
lively gratitude the bleffings he ens 
joyed ; efpecially was the gofpel 
the fubjeé of his conftant thankful- 
nefs. He was ardently defirous to 
fill up life with ufefulnefs, and to 
diffufe the benign {pirit of that re- 
ligion on whichhe built all his hopes. 
Having ferved his gencration by the 
will of God, he fell on fleep. 

A. E. 
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The prefent number being deficient in the bia number of pages, they will be 


utude up in the next. 
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